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Last summer I witnessed, for me, 
a rare example of wildlife behavior. I  
observed  an adult bald eagle 
crossing Woodard Bay, a Department 
of Natural Resources, Natural Area 
Preserve, located near Olympia. The 
eagle glided in toward a Great Blue 
Heron rookery of about 30 birds. The 
adult herons loudly vocalized their 
objections, but that did nothing to 
influence the eagle that deftly 
plucked a nestling from its sanctuary 
near the top of a Douglas fir. 
Apparently this is not so rare an 
occurrence. 

In a May 16, 2001 article in the 
Seattle Times, reporter Caitlin Cleary 
writes about eagles harassing 
herons, and the response by King 
County wildlife officials. Heron 
colonies throughout western 
Washington, from Point Roberts to 
the Nisqually are under attack from 
bald eagles. A combination of eagles 
followed by crows is resulting in nest 
predation of chicks and eggs. In 
some cases the herons are 
abandoning nests altogether. 

Obviously herons and eagles 
have been co-existing for millennia, 
but the apparent high incidence of 
heron predation by eagles is a good 
indicator that there is likely an 
imbalance in historic relationships.   
A number of factors can contribute to 
this situation, including diminished 
open space, which can lead to 
competition for nesting among 
eagles, herons and crows. The 
population density in King County 
has increased over the past two 
decades by 37%.   The conversion of 
undeveloped lands to urban or 
industrial lands in Washington state 
was an estimated to be 70,000 acres 
between 1992 and 1997 according to 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
study.   

(Continued on page 3) 

Great Blue Herons 
Under Attack 

For this birder no species better defines eastern Washington than the sage 
sparrow (Amphispiza belli).*   This sparrow and other birds such as the 
Brewer’s sparrow and sage grouse, are considered “shrub-steppe obligates,” 
or species that require the shrub-steppe habitat for survival. This habitat is 
found in areas characterized by hot, dry summers, cold winters and scant 
rainfall that occurs primarily in winter.   In its undisturbed state the dominant 
vegetation is an overstory of big sagebrush (Artmesia tridentate), and an 
understory of bluebunch wheatgrass (Pseudoroegenria spiciata) and 
Sandberg’s bluegrass (Poa sandbergii). 

Disturbance and Status 

Due to loss of habitat the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife has 
identified the sage sparrow as a candidate for “threatened, endangered or 
sensitive status” (Allen 2001). Over the past century conversion of shrub-
steppe habitat in Washington to agricultural uses, urbanization, and fire has 
resulted in a fragmented landscape. Dobler et al (1996) estimated that 60% of 
the historical shrub-steppe habitat in Washington state has been lost. Fire 
plays a role in altering habitats by allowing invasive species such as 
cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) to compete favorably with native flora. In fact, 
research has indicated there is an increase in fire frequency or intensity where 
cheatgrass occurs, resulting in a vicious cycle (Knick 1999).   

The devastating June 2000, 160,000-acre fire on the Hanford Site, Arid Lands 
Ecological Reserve is the most recent dramatic example of a serious threat to 
the shrub-steppe habitat. A multi-agency effort is underway to seed burned 
areas with native flora before cheatgrass can establish itself (Teel 2001). 
Research suggests that once cheatgrass is established within shrub-steppe 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Great Blue 
Heron, Ardea 
herodias, nesting 
communally in the 
open canopy, is 
subject to 
predation from the 
air by such species 
as the Bald Eagle. 
Dwindling stands 
of suitable trees, 
combined with an 
increase in eagle 
numbers 
potentially spells 
trouble for these 
birds. 
 

Photo by 
Michael Hobbs. 

The Sage Sparrow and Habitat in Washington State 
By Larry Goldstein 
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The Society 
The Washington Ornithological Society 
was chartered in 1988 to increase 
knowledge of the birds of Washington and 
to enhance communication among all 
persons interested in those birds. WOS is 
a nonprofit educational organization under 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code. 
For information about the Society, contact 
an officer or board member, or write to: 
 
 Washington Ornithological Society 
 P.O. Box 31783 
 Seattle, WA 98103-1783 
 

PRESIDENT 
Scott Morrison 

2120B Soroya Ct SW, Olympia 98502 
(360) 705-0457 
President@wos.org 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Kraig Kemper 
 137 N. 76th, Seattle 98103 
 (206) 789-9255 
 VP@wos.org 
 

SECRETARY 
Michael Hobbs 
 13506 NE 66th St., Kirkland 98033 
 (425) 869-2370 
 Secretary@wos.org 
 

TREASURER 
Rachel Lawson 
 411 W. Prospect St., Seattle 98119 
 (206) 282-5593 
 Treasurer@wos.org  

BOARD MEMBERS 
Brian Bell 
 16440 NE 160th St., Woodinville 98072 
 (425) 485-8058 
 bellasoc@isomedia.com 
 
Michael Donahue 
 1733 13th Ave. S, Seattle 98144 
 (206) 323-9889 
 mgd@u.washington.edu 
 
Tracee Geernaert 
 PO Box 95009, Seattle 98145 
 (206) 634-1838 
 tracee@iphc.washington.edu 
 
Mike Denny 
 323 Scenic View Dr., 
 College Place 99324 
 (509) 529-0080 
 
Joe Buchanan 
 2112 Ravenna Ln SE, Olympia 98501 
 (360) 786-1792 
 BUCHAJBB@dfw.wa.gov 

No meetings until October 1, 2001 
Have a great summer, and see you in 
the fall. 
 
Monthly Membership Meetings are 
held the first Monday of the month 
(except July, August, & September). 

They are held at the Center for Urban 
Horticulture on the University of 
Washington campus, 3501 NE 41st St., 
Seattle, and are open to all. The social 
begins at 7:00 p.m. and the program 
starts at 7:30 p.m. 

WOS Membership Meetings 2001 

Saturday, July 7, 2001 

Kraig Kemper will guide a trip to the 
Middle and Upper Skagit Valley. The 
trip will start at the Butler Flats and head 
east to the County Line Ponds. Time 
and weather permitting, the Hardy Burn 
and/or Rainy Pass are possible 
destinations. Target birds include Lazuli 
Bunting, Western and Eastern Kingbird, 
American Redstart, Black Swift, Veery, 
Three-toed Woodpecker and Pine 
Grosbeak. Limit of eight birders. Contact 
Kraig at K_Kemper@msn.com or call 
206-789-9255. 

 

Sunday, July 29, 2001 

Brian Bell will lead a trip to Whidbey 
Island. The focus for the day will be on 
southbound shorebirds at Crockett Lake. 
Time will also be spent looking for 
waterbirds and passerines. Waterproof 
boots and a scope are essential. Limit of 
10 in three cars. Meet at the Ravenna 
Park & Ride at 6:00 AM to make the 
6 :30  f e r r y .  Co n ta c t  B r i an  a t 
bellasoc@isomedia.com, or call 425-
485-8058. 

Thursday, September 6, 2001 

Kevin Aanerud will lead a field trip to the 
Vantage Area and other birding oases. 
Plan to spend the day birding looking for 
fall warblers, including Blackpoll and 
other local species. Limit of ten birders. 
Meet at 7:30 AM at the Ginko State Park 
in Vantage. To reserve a space call 
Kevin at 206-523-6195. 

 

 

 

 

WOS Field Trips allow members to 
explore places or revisit familiar haunts. 
Each trip is open to a limited number of 
participants. Each member may join up 
to four trips per year (excluding annual 
conference trips). Non-members may 
attend as a member’s guest once per 
year. Questions about field trips should 
be directed to the trip leader(s). If you 
would like to lead a field trip, or would 
like to suggest a location for a field trip, 
send a note to FieldTrips@wos.org. 

The Washington Ornithological 
Society will be holding it’s annual 
election of officers and Board of 
Directors later this summer. Ballots will 
be included in the summer issue of 
WOSNews. The Board is pleased to 
present the following nominations for 
open Officer and Board positions. 
 
President: Kraig Kemper 
Vice-President: Brian H. Bell 
Secretary: Mary Klein 
Treasurer: Rachel Larson 
 

Board of Directors: 
Position 1 (one year):   Warren Hall 
Position 2 (two years): Tracee Geernaert 
Position 3 (two years): Mike Denny 
Position 4 (two years): Michael Donahue 

Nominations for any of the open 
positions will be received until July. 
 
 
 
Send such nominations to: 
 

Brian H. Bell 
16440 NE 160th Street 
Woodinville WA 98072 
bellasoc@isomedia.com 

 
 
Brian H. Bell 
Chair, Nominations 

WOS Field Trips 2001 

WOS Elections 
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‘Don’t teach your students to be good 
geologists. Teach them to be good observers 
and they’re more likely to become good 
geologists’, was the advice my colleague, Felix 
Mutschler, gave me when we were teaching at 
Eastern Washington University.  

I’m always fascinated to hear people’s 
stories about their early birding experiences. I 
still remember the first birds I took note of: 
Scarlet Tanager, Baltimore Oriole, Turkey 
Vulture. As we become increasingly involved 
in birding we progress through a series of 
stages - adult breeding-plumage males then 
through the various intricacies of gender, age, 
song, regional variations, seasonal changes, 

behavior, and so on. Often this ‘progress’ in 
birding causes us to ignore our common 
birds. 

When I was growing up our family had a 
cottage overlooking a small lake in 
northwestern Pennsylvania and I was 
fortunate enough to spend my first 17 
summers there. During the summer between 
4th and 5th grades a pair of Common Loons 
showed up on the lake. It was a source of 
great excitement for those of us, young and 
old alike, who came from many different 
places and spent our summers together. 
Remembering back, it still astonishes me at 
how in tune everyone was with these birds’ 
behaviors. Reports of where the loons were 
today and what they were doing circulated 
among us; the latest update could always be 
gotten at Gossard’s Store. We were all thrilled 
by their presence and they graced the lake for 
the following seven summers I spent there.  

Recently I’ve been a little relaxed in my 
birding. I haven’t gone on any extended jaunts 
to find rarities or even to get into different 
habitats. My friend Roberta and I have been 
hanging out at the McLane Creek Nature 
Trail, a DNR property southwest of Olympia. 
The changes are casually noted - watching the 
Roughskin Newts looking bloated like little 
inflatable underwater toys, noticing how the 
trees are leafing out, noting the subtle drop in 
the water level of the beaver pond so that the 
pond lilies are suspended above the water. 

And simply relaxing on one of the benches 
overlooking the pond. It’s often very serene, 
in spite of its public access, and there are 
enough good, albeit ‘common’, birds to keep 
us entertained. Common Yellowthroats, Song 
Sparrows, Willow Flycatchers, Cedar 
Waxwings, Mallards, Violet-green and 
Northern Rough-winged Swallows. Red-
winged Blackbirds nest here and we watched a 
newly fledged juvenile land on the railing of 
the deck, short-tailed, with downy breast 
feathers, squawking for a meal. Then suddenly 
noticing us and hurtling off to the safety of 
some nearby cattails. Sadly, we haven’t seen 
any Pied-billed Grebes for a while, however 
this year we spotted a Wood Duck hen with 
10 ducklings. Interestingly enough, there were 
six of one type and four of another. None of 
the field guides illustrate what the ducklings 
should look like, but they were clearly very 
different both in appearance and behavior. 
The challenge now is to find out which is 
whose. Actually I’m as thrilled with this 
discovery as I was in seeing those Common 
Loons on the lake, because careful 
observation of a common phenomenon has 
opened up a new aspect of birding for me. 
This is the joy I find in birding - it serves as a 
springboard to increase my knowledge of the 
natural world.  

 

All I have to do is make sure to take the 
time and be a good observer. 

WOSNews is published bimonthly by the 
Washington Ornithological Society to 
inform members about Society business, 
bird sightings, ornithological research, 
and the fun of birding. Readers are 
we lcome to  submi t  a r t i c l es , 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s , 
photographs, and other items for 
consideration. Contributor guidelines are 
available. 
 
Editor  Larry Goldstein  
   1889 Lakemoor Place 
SW  
   Olympia, WA 98512  
   WOSNews@wos.org 
 
Production Michael Hobbs 
   hummer@isomedia.com 
 
Distribution Steve Dang 
   birdingin@hotmail.com 
Raven illustrations by Linda Feltner © 
1989. Printed by Watermark Press, 
Seattle. 
Manuscripts for WASHINGTON BIRDS 
should be sent to either of the journal 
editors: 
 
Gene Hunn, 1816 N. 57th St., Seattle, 

WA 98103, WAbirds@wos.org 
 
Michael Donahue, 1733 13th Ave. S, 

Seattle, WA  98144, 
mgd@u.washington.edu 

 
Visit the Society’s web site at  

http://www.wos.org 
 

Subscribe to the Tweeters email bird 
discussion list by emailing 
listproc@u.washington.edu 

with a message text of 
sub tweeters your name 

Be Informed 

President’s Corner - Scott Morrison 

Another possible reason for 
increased pressure from eagles on 
herons is the decline in salmon fisheries. 
Salmon have declined in abundance for 
many reasons, including loss of habitat. 
On the positive side, it is possible the are 
more eagles, which appear to be 
recovering from depressed levels due to 
pesticide thinning of eggshells. 

Biologists are finding that historic 
heron colonies of 100 to 200 nests are 
now reduced to perhaps 30 to 40 nests. 
Some colonies are not producing chicks, 
as found recently at the Nisqually Wildlife 
Refuge. 

The abundance and distribution of 
herons in western Washington is not well 
known, and thus the effects of eagle 
predation are also not quantified. But 
there is increasing concern among 
biologists and birders that what is being 
observed recently needs to be carefully 
monitored and better understood.   

Great Blue Herons    ...continued from page 1 

Photo by Diann MacRae 
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habitat there is little change back toward 
more native species (Fitzner 2000).   

Migration and Nesting 

The majority of birds in Yakima County 
arrive in early-March, and the last birds 
have typically left by mid-September 
(Stepniewski 1999). In Klickitat County 
late birds have also been seen in mid-
September (Bacchus 2001). In Benton 
County the first birds recorded have 
been in early February, with the majority 
coming in by mid-March (Fitzner 2000). 

The sage sparrow is known as a “triple 
nester,” and can raise as many as three 
broods in a season, although two 
broods are typical  (LaFramboise 2001, 
Fitzner 2000).   Nesting can begin in 
early-March and last until late-July. At 
Hanford Fitzner found that prior to mid-
April nests were placed exclusively on 
the ground, but as the breeding season 
progressed greater numbers were 
elevated in the canopy. By mid-June 
89% of the 75 nests observed were 
located above ground, preferentially in 
big sagebrush. She concluded the 
increase in elevation may be an attempt 
at behavioral thermoregulation. In other 
words, as the ambient temperatures 
rose, so did the height of the nests.   

Habitat Relationship 

In Yakima county, Stepniewski (1999) 
notes the sage sparrow is a locally fairly 
common summer resident in the shrub-
steppe zone, but, “inexplicably absent .
…from many areas of sagebrush.”  He 
speculates that the presence of dense 
cheatgrass in otherwise suitable habitat 
is not a suitable ground cover. He 
further suggests that bare ground 
between shrubs seems important in 
creating sage sparrow habitat. 

Recent studies have provided new data 
to help quantify the relationship between 
the sage sparrow and habitat. Fitzner 
(2000) looked at how the presence of 
cheatgrass relates to the territory size, 
mating status and reproductive success 
of sage sparrows. She found that on the 
Hanford Site sage sparrow males 
tended to defend smaller territories 
when the amount of native grasses, 
bare ground and sagebrush cover were 
relatively high. Overall, her data 
indicated the more cheatgrass, the 
larger the sage sparrow territory. A 
statistically significant relationship 

between cheatgrass and pairing and 
nesting success was not observed.   
However, Fitzner did conclude, “there 
was a trend toward greater reproductive 
success in territories that contained less 
cheatgrasss.”  The possibility this 
relationship was due to randomness 
could not be ruled out. 

Vander Haegen (2000) examined the 
historical and current distribution of 
shrub-steppe on different soil types and 
bird species occurrence, including the 
sage sparrow. His research indicates 
big sagebrush was closely associated 
with loamy soils, and sage sparrows 
were most abundant where there was 
the greatest amount of sagebrush. This 
species in particular showed a positive 
relationship with areas of continuous 
loamy-soil communities, and a negative 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  f r a g m e n t e d 
communities. He concludes that sage 
sparrows, “likely have experienced 
considerable declines attributable to 
these changes in the landscape.”  

Parasitism 

A popular notion is that one possible 
reason for a decline in the number of 
sage sparrows, as well as other 
passerines, could be parasitism by 
brown-headed cowbirds. Vander 
Haegen and Walker (1999) found that 
even though cowbird eggs hatched in 
80% of parasitized sage sparrow 
clutches, there was a relatively low level 
of  parasi t ism in their  “al tered 
landscape.”  In fact, they found that 
parasitism levels in their sites were 
lower than those reported in structurally 
similar habitats such as continuous 
grasslands.   There appeared to be no 
substantial effect of parasitism on avian 
reproduction in their shrub-steppe study 
areas. 

In summary, research is telling us that 
as native plant communities decline in 
Washington state there is a related 
decline in the diversity of bird species. 
The sage sparrow is a good indicator of 
the potential adverse effects on birds 
when there is an increase in the spatial 
extent of invasive plants. As Vander 
Haegen (1999) notes, land use 
practices and conservation measures 
that promote deep-soil shrub-steppe 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  m i n i m i z e 
fragmentation will be critical to 
maintaining biological diversity.  

* The sage sparrow is 5 inches in 
length, has a dark conical bill, white 
supraloral spot, broken eye ring, white 
throat with black whisker, gray crown, 
back and wings, variable dark streaks 
on back, white underparts with blurry 
streaks on flanks and dark spot on 
breast, and a long, dark tail with small 
amount of white on the outer tail 
feathers. 

References: 

Allen, H. 2001. Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Wildlife 
Program, Olympia, WA. Personal 
communication. 

Bacchus, D. 2001. Birdnotes.net 
website. Don Bacchus, webmaster. 

Dobler, F.C., J. Eby, C. Perry, S. 
Richardson, and M. Vander Haegen.  
1996. Status of Washington’s Shrub-
steppe Ecosystem: Extent Ownership, 
and Wildlife Relationships. Research 
report. Washington Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife. Olympia. 

Fitzner, L.E. 2000. Reproductive 
Ecology of the Sage Sparrow 
(Amphispiza belli), and Its Relationship 
to the characteristics of Native and 
Cheatgrass (Bromus Tector ium) 
Dominated Habitats. Master of Science 
in Biology thesis, Washington State 
University. 

Knick S.T. 1999. Requiem For A 
Sagebrush Ecosystem? Northwest 
Science 73:53-57. 

LaFramboise, N.  2001. Data compiler, 
Richland, WA. Personal communication.   

Morrison, M.L., et al. 1999. Research 
and Management of the Brown-headed 
Cowbird in Western Landscapes. 
Studies in Avian Biology 18: 34-40. 

Stepniewski, A. 1999. The Birds of 
Yakima County, Washington. Yakima 
Valley Audubon Society, distributors. 

Teel, D. 2001. Hanford Bechtel Corp., 
Richland, WA. Personal communication. 

Vander Haegen, W.M., F.C. Dobler and 
D.J. Pierce.  2000. Shrubsteppe Bird 
Response to Habitat and Landscape 
Variables in Eastern Washington, U.S.A. 
Conservation Biology 14 (4): 1145-1160 

Sage Sparrow  ...continued from page 1 



WOSNews 73: June / July 2001 5 

Compiled by Tom Aversa 
 
“Washington Field Notes” are distilled 
from reports sent to the compiler and to a 
lesser extent from birding hotlines, 
newsletters, and the Tweeters listserver. For 
corrections or information, contact the 
compiler.  
 

Washington Field Notes 
August—September 2000 

 
Red-throated Loon High counts for w 
WA include, 30 at Ocean Shores Grays 
Harbor on 8/31 (TAv), with 28 there on 
9/2 (RS&PS).  
Pacific Loon Uncommon in e WA, 1 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 8/1 
(BW), and 1 at Alkali Lake 
Grant on 8/27 (SM). High 
count for w WA, 200 at 
Waldron Island San Juan on 
9/22 (BJe).  
Yellow-billed Loon As 
report in last WOS Field 
Notes, 1 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor until at least 
8/26 (m ob).  
Horned Grebe Locally 
uncommon, 1 at Richland 
Benton on 8/14 (BW). Early 
for w WA, 3 at Penn Cove 
Island on 8/24 (TAv), high 
count of 52 at Tokeland 
Pacific on 9/23 (RS&PS).  
Red-necked Grebe Locally 
uncommon in Columbia 
Basin, 2 at Vantage Kittitas 
on 9/27 (TAv).  
Eared Grebe High count 
for e WA, 1200 at Soap 
Lake Grant on 8/27 (SM). 
Uncommon and local in w WA, 1 at Penn 
Cove Island on 9/4 (SM), 2 at Everett STP 
Snohomish on 9/11 (GT), and 1 at 
Graysmarsh Clallam on 9/16 (SA).  
Western Grebe High count for e WA, 
1900 at Potholes Grant on 9/6 (SM).  
Northern Fulmar Reports include, 1 at 
Long Beach Pacific on 8/11 (BL), and 1 at 
Oysterville Pacific on 8/11 (RS&PS).  
Pink-footed Shearwater 354 at Westport 
Pelagic Grays Harbor on 8/19 (BL).  
Flesh-footed Shearwater Uncommon in 
WA, 2 at Westport Pelagic Grays Harbor on 
9/23 (BL).  
Buller's Shearwater 2 at Westport Pelagic 
Grays Harbor on 8/19 (BL).  
Sooty Shearwater Reports include, 800 at 
Ocean Shores Grays Harbor on 8/5 

(RS&PS), and 300 at Neah Bay Clallam on 
8/26 (BN).  
Short-tailed Shearwater 1 at Westport 
Pelagic Grays Harbor on 9/10 (BL).  
American White Pelican Reports include, 
45 at Chief Timothy SP Asotin on 8/1 
(MK), 55 at Desert WMA Grant on 8/1 
(RFl), 6 at Philleo Lake Spokane on 8/21 
with 25+ there on 9/16 (WH), 1 at 
Bridgeport Douglas on 9/9 (DR), and 28 at 
Richland Benton on 9/19 (BW). Uncommon 
in w WA, 2 at Blaine Whatcom on 8/7 until 
at least 9/25 (DaR).  
Brown Pelican Reports include, 2 at Ediz 
Hook Clallam on 8/13 (BN), 300 at Ilwaco 
Pacific on 9/12 (BT), 1 at Kingston Kitsap on 
9/15 (SA).  

Double-crested Cormorant High count, 
3800+ at Ilwaco Pacific on 8/14 
(MD&MLD).  
American Bittern High count, 5 at 
Ridgefield NWR Clark on 9/24 (WC).  
Great Egret Reports for e WA include, 53 
at Desert WMA Grant on 8/1 (RFl), 100 at 
Desert WMA Grant on 8/17 (RFl), 13 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 9/7 (BW), and 19 at 
Hanford Reach F Franklin on 8/30 
(BLa&NLa). Reports for w WA include, 16 
at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 8/17 (WC), 
124 at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 9/12 (JE), 
63 at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 9/25 (WC), 
1 at Totten Inlet Thurston on 8/26 (JBu), 
and 1 at Lopez Island San Juan on 9/2 
(BJe).  
Green Heron Rare in e WA, 1 at Yakima 

RD Benton on 9/18 (BLa&NLa).  
B l a c k - c r o w n e d  N i g h t - H e r o n 
Uncommon and local in w WA, 1 at 
Ridgefield NWR Clark on 8/17 (JE&WC).  
Turkey Vulture Reports for e WA include, 
1 at Columbia NWR Adams/Grant on 8/17 
(RFl), 2 at Cusick Pend Oreille on 8/26 
(WH), and 1 at Spokane Spokane on 8/26 
(WH). High count for w WA, 54 at Elma 
Grays Harbor on 9/9 (RS&PS).  
Greater White-fronted Goose Reports for 
e WA include, 6 ad at McNary NWR Walla 
Walla on 8/23 (TAv), with 400 there on 
9/7 (HO), and 470 on 9/29 (MD&MLD). 
Reports from w WA include, 2 at 
Marymoor Park King on 9/27 (MiH), 12 at 
Montlake Fill King on 9/30 (SM), 75 at 

Woodland Park Zoo King 
on 9/30 (TAv), and 100’s at 
Point No Point Kitsap on 
9/30 (VN).  
Snow Goose Uncommon 
in e WA, 1 at Medical Lake 
Spokane on 9/20 (WH), and 
1 ad McNary NWR Walla 
W a l l a  o n  9 / 2 9 
(MD&MLD).  
Northern Pintail 1 at Long 
Swamp Okanogan on 9/11 
(TAv).  
Cinnamon Teal High 
count, 34 at Steigerwald 
Lake NWR Clark on 8/28 
(WC).  
Eurasian Wigeon First 
reports include, 1 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 9/3 
(RS&PS), and 1 at Skagit 
WMA Skagit on 9/10 (SA).  
Redhead Reports for w 
WA include, 1 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 9/1 

(RFl), and 3 at Sequim Bay Clallam on 9/22 
(BN).  
Lesser Scaup Local breeder in w WA, 2 
females with 13 young at Stanwood STP 
Snohomish on 8/9 (TAv), and 5 adults with 4 
young at Everett STP Snohomish on 8/13 
(SM).  
Harlequin Duck 2 at Westport Grays 
Harbor on 8/19 (BL).  
Common Goldeneye 2 at Little Twin 
Lakes Stevens on 8/1 (BN).  
Common Merganser 390 at Jensen Access 
Skagit on 9/4 with 450 there on 9/10 (SA).  
Ruddy Duck Local breeder in w WA, 2 
adults with 3 young at Ridgefield NWR 
Clark on 8/24 (WC).  
Northern Harrier 1 at Sunrise, Mount 
Rainier NP Pierce on 9/27 (RS&PS).  

Washington Field Notes 

 

Ruth Sullivan photographed this Stilt Sandpiper on Brady Loop Rd., 
Grays Harbor, on September 3, 2000 
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RED-SHOULDERED HAWK Rare in 
WA, 1 near BZ Corner Klickitat on 9/16 
(JE), and 2 at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 
8/29 (JE).  
BROAD-WINGED HAWK Rare in WA, 
1 adult at Calispell Peak Stevens on 9/16 
(DaM).  
Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawk 1 adult at 
McNary NWR Walla Walla on 9/27 (TAv).  
Ferruginous Hawk 1 immature Two 
Rivers CP Benton on 8/14 (DR).  
Rough-legged Hawk Early report, 1 at 
Whitman Mission Walla Walla on 9/7 
(HO).  
Golden Eagle Local in w WA, 1 at Salt 
Creek CP Clallam on 9/24 (fide BN).  
Merlin Reports from e WA include, 1 at 
Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 8/12 
(MD&MLD), 1 at Yakima RD 
Benton on 8/27 (BW), 1 at 
Nisqually John Whitman on 9/9 
(MK), and 1 at Calispell Peak 
Stevens on 9/16 (DaM).  
Peregrine Falcon Reports for e 
WA, 1 at Walla Walla RD Walla 
Walla on 8/5 (MD&MLD), 1 at 
Swanson Lakes Lincoln on 8/26 
(JA), 1 at Maryhill SP Klickitat on 
9/5 (TAv), 1 at Clarkston Asotin 
on 9/9 (MK), 1 at Spokane 
Spokane on 9/19 (WH), and 1 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 9/24 
(BW).  
Prairie Falcon Reports from w 
WA include, 1 at Mount Rainier 
NP Pierce on 9/14 (TAv), with 1 
there on 9/27 (RS&PS).  
Mountain Quail Local in WA, 
1 adult and 9 juveniles at 
Seabeck Kitsap on 8/23 (CC).  
American Coot High count for 
e WA, 3500 at Lake Lenore 
Grant on 8/27 (SM).  
Sandhill Crane Local breeder 
in WA, 47 including 6 young at Conboy 
NWR Klickitat on 8/1 (JE). Reports for w 
WA include, 2 at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 
8/30 (JE), 2 at San Juan San Juan on 9/2 
(BJe), 11 at Dungeness Clallam on 9/9 
(BN), 8 at Tokeland Pacific on 9/21 (fide 
RR), and 7 at Elma Grays Harbor on 9/24 
(RS&PS).  
Black-bellied Plover Reports for e WA 
include, 1 at Yakima RD Benton on 9/19 
(BW) with 2 there on 9/27 (TAv), 1 at 
Potholes Grant on 9/21 (RFl), 6 at Walla 
Walla RD Walla Walla on 9/23 
(MD&MLD), and 2 at Sprague Lincoln on 
9/26 (JA) until at least 9/30 (WH). High 
count for w WA, 1269 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor on 9/25 (JBu). Local in Puget 
Sound, 1 at Discovery Park King on 8/30 

(TAv), and 1 at Dumas Bay Pierce on 9/26 
(TB).  
American Golden Plover Uncommon in e 
WA, 2 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/16 with 3 
there on 9/28 (JA) and 1 on 9/30 (WH). 
High count for w WA, 9 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor on 8/19 (RS&PS).  
Pacific Golden Plover Reports include, 1 
at Skagit WMA Skagit on 8/13 with 2 there 
on 9/4 (SA), 1 at Dungeness Clallam on 
9/16 (BN), and a high count of 20 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 9/25 (JBu).  
Unknown Golden Plover 1 at Point No 
Point Kitsap on 8/6 (VN).  
Snowy Plover Reports include, 1 at 
Midway Beach Grays Harbor on 8/5 (EH), 
22 at Oysterville Pacific on 8/11 (RS&PS), 4 
at Long Beach Pacific on 8/15 (MD&MLD).  

Semipalmated Plover Reports include, 3 
at Iowa Beef Walla Walla on 8/12 
(MD&MLD), 4 at Swanson Lakes Lincoln 
on 8/26 with 2 there on 8/29 (JA), 1 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 9/3 and on 9/27 
(TAv), 1 at Philleo Lake Spokane on 9/6 
(WH), 2 at Crow Butte SP Benton on 9/17 
(RS&PS), and 1 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/28 
(JA) with 2 there on 9/30 (WH). Reports 
for w WA include, 50 at Skagit WMA Skagit 
on 8/13 (SA), with a high count of 804 at 
Ocean Shores Grays Harbor on 8/15 (JBu).  
Black-necked Stilt Last report, 1 at Iowa 
Beef Walla Walla on 9/27 (TAv).  
American Avocet Uncommon in w WA, 1 
at Tokeland Pacific on 9/21 (fide RR) until 
at least 9/24 (RS&PS), and 1 at Snohomish 
STP Snohomish on 9/24 (GT).  

Greater Yellowlegs High count for e WA, 
32 at Sprague Lincoln on 8/25 (DR). High 
counts for w WA, 188 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor on 8/19 (SM), and 63 at Mud 
Bay Thurston on 8/19 (RS&PS).  
Lesser Yellowlegs Reports include, 3 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 8/1 with 64 there on 
8/27 (BW), 23 at Walla Walla RD Walla 
Walla on 8/5 (MD&MLD), 1 at Rock Lake 
Whitman on 8/5 (DiW), 70 at Iowa Beef 
Walla Walla on 8/19 (MD&MLD), 50 at 
Kahlotus Lake Franklin on 8/28 (SM), 40 at 
Sprague Lincoln on 9/16 (JA), and 5 at 
Alderdale Klickitat on 9/17 (RS&PS). High 
count for w WA, 22 at Skagit WMA Skagit 
on 8/13 (SA).  
Solitary Sandpiper Reports for e WA 
include, 1 at Little Twin Lakes Stevens on 

8/2 (BN), 2 at Prosser Yakima 
on 8/2 (BW), 1 at Rock Lake 
Whitman on 8/5 and on 8/20 
(DiW), 2 at Republic Ferry on 
8/6 (RL), 1 at Medical Lake 
Spokane on 9/4 (WH), 2 at 
Othello Adams on 9/10 (SM), 2 
at Oroville Okanogan on 9/12 
(TAv), 1 at Alderdale Klickitat on 
9/17 (RS&PS), and 1 at 
Potholes Grant on 9/22 (RFl). 
Reports from w WA include, 1 
at Spencer Island Snohomish on 
9/3 (fide RR), and 1 at Fir 
Island Skagit on 9/10 until at 
least on 9/16 (SM).  
Willet High count, 14 at 
Tokeland Pacific on 9/1 (SM).  
Whimbrel High count, 195 at 
Tokeland Pacific on 8/17 (JBu).  
BAR-TAILED GODWIT As 
many as 3 individual birds 
observed at Tokeland Pacific 
until at least 9/24 (m ob).  
Marbled Godwit High count 
for WA, 450 at Tokeland Pacific 

on 9/1 (SM).  
Ruddy Turnstone High count, 50 at 
Oysterville Pacific on 8/6 (RS&PS).  
Black Turnstone Locally uncommon, 15 
at Tacoma Pierce on 8/13 (TB).  
Sanderling Reports from e WA include, 1 
at Reardan Lincoln on 8/14 (JA), 1 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 9/4 with 3 there on 
9/19 (BW) and 1 on 9/23 (MD&MLD), 1 
at Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 9/9 
(MD&MLD) with 8 there on 9/27 (TAv) 
and 2 on 9/29 (MD&MLD), and 9 ad 
Sprague Lake A Adams on 9/16 (JA). High 
counts from w WA include, 5000 at 
Oysterville Pacific on 8/6 (RS&PS), and 
3465 at Ocean Shores Grays Harbor on 9/25 
(JBu).  
Semipalmated Sandpiper Reports from e 

 

Ruth Sullivan found this Bar-tailed Godwit among numerous 
Marbled Godwit at Tokeland, Pacific, on September 24, 2000 
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WA include, 1 at Yakima RD Benton on 8/7 
and on 8/9 (BW), 3 at Swanson Lakes 
Lincoln on 8/14 with 1 there on 8/29 (JA), 3 
at Reardan Lincoln on 8/16 (WH), 3 at 
Othello Adams on 8/26 and on 9/6 (SM), 1 
at Swanson Lakes Lincoln on 8/26 (JA), 2 at 
Lind Coulee Grant on 8/27 with 7 there on 
9/6 (SM), 1 at Rock Lake Whitman on 8/27 
(DiW), 1 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/16 and on 
9/28 (JA). Reports for w WA include, 1 at 
Brady Grays Harbor on 9/3 (RS&PS), 3 at 
Dungeness Clallam on 8/11 (BN), a high 
count of 18 at Crockett Lake Island on 8/12 
(SM), 2 at Swantown Island on 8/12 (SM), 2 
at Skagit WMA Skagit on 8/13 (SA), 3 at 
Everett STP Snohomish on 8/13 (SM), 1 at 
Bottle Beach Grays Harbor on 9/3 (RS&PS), 
1 at Freeland Island on 9/16 (SM).  
Western Sandpiper Reports for e WA 
include, 150 at Swanson 
Lakes Lincoln on 8/26 (JA), 
and 5 at Alderdale Klickitat 
on 9/17 (RS&PS). High 
count for w WA, 42000 at 
Bowerman Basin Grays 
Harbor on 8/16 (JBu).  
Least Sandpiper High 
counts for e WA, 40 at 
Yakima RD Benton on 8/9 
(BW), and 55 at Swanson 
Lakes Lincoln on 8/26 (JA).  
B a i r d ' s  S a n d p i p e r 
Reports for e WA include, 
18 at Swanson Lakes 
Lincoln on 8/14 with 100 
there on 8/20 and 150 on 
8/29 (JA), 2 at Paterson 
Slough Benton on 8/22 
(BW), 1 at Yakima RD 
Benton on 8/24 (BW) and 
on 9/27 (TAv), 20 at 
Othello Adams on 8/26 
(SM) with 13 there on 9/16 
(RFl), 5 at Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 
8/26 (MD&MLD), 8 at Philleo Lake 
Spokane on 9/6 (WH), 20 at Sprague Lincoln 
on 9/16 (JA) with 2 there on 9/30 (WH). 
Reports from w WA include, 1 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 8/19 with 8 there 
on 9/2 and 2 on 9/23 (RS&PS), 1 at Brady 
Grays Harbor on 8/20 (RS&PS), 1 at Bottle 
Beach Grays Harbor on 8/26 (RS&PS), 2 at 
Graysmarsh Clallam on 9/1 (SA), and 9 at 
Skagit WMA Skagit on 9/4 (SA).  
Pectoral Sandpiper Reports for e WA 
include, 2 at Swanson Lakes Lincoln on 
8/14 with 3 there on 9/3 (JA), 6 at Walla 
Walla RD Walla Walla on 8/26 
(MD&MLD), 2 at Central Ferry Whitman 
on 9/4 (DiW), 4 at Yakima RD Benton on 
9/24 (BW), 40 at Lind Coulee Grant on 
9/10 (SM), 1 at Long Swamp Okanogan on 

9/11 (TAv), 60 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/16 
(JA), and 75 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/28 
(JA). Reports for w WA include 8 at Skagit 
WMA Skagit on 8/13 (SA), 2 at Brady Grays 
Harbor on 8/20 with 12 there on 9/3 and 4 
on 9/23 (RS&PS), 7 at Ocean Shores Grays 
Harbor on 9/23 (RS&PS), 2 at Discovery 
Park King on 8/30 (TAv), 1 at Dumas Bay 
Pierce on 9/4 (TB), 30 at Fir Island Skagit on 
9/4 (SA), and 5 at Vancouver Lake Clark 
on 9/17 (RS&PS).  
CURLEW SANDPIPER Rare in WA, 1 
at Oysterville Pacific on 8/5 (fide RR) until 
at least 8/11 (RS&PS).  
Stilt Sandpiper Reports from e WA 
include, 1 at Reardan Lincoln on 9/3 (JA) 
with 2 at there on 9/4 (WH) and 5 on 9/6 
(JA), 5 at Othello Adams on 9/6 with 6 
there on 9/10 (SM), 1 at Lind Coulee Grant 

on 9/6 (SM), 3 at Philleo Lake Spokane on 
9/6 (WH), 9 at Walla Walla RD Walla Walla 
on 9/23 (MD&MLD), 1 at Sprague Lincoln 
on 9/26 (JA) with 2 there 9/30 (WH). 
Reports from w WA include, 1 at Brady 
Grays Harbor on 9/1 (BL&BT) until at least 
9/10 (GRe), and 1 at Jensen Access Skagit 
on 9/10 (SA).  
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Rare in WA, 1 at 
Ocean Shores Grays Harbor on 8/19 
(RS&PS) with 4 there on 8/31 (TAv) and 1 
until at least 9/3 (SM).  
RUFF Rare in WA, 1 juvenile at Sprague 
Lincoln on 9/16 (JA).  
Short-billed Dowitcher Uncommon in e 
WA, 1 at Rock Lake Whitman on 8/5 
(DiW), 5 at Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 
8/26 (MD&MLD), 2 at Lind Coulee Grant 
on 8/27 and on 9/6 with 4 there on 9/10 

(SM), and 2 at Othello Adams on 9/10 
(SM).  
Long-billed Dowitcher High counts for e 
WA include, 70 at Sprague Lincoln on 9/16 
(JA), 137 at Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 
9/23 (MD&MLD), and 170 at Yakima RD 
Benton on 9/27 (TAv).  
Wilson's Phalarope Uncommon in w WA, 
1 at Brady Grays Harbor on 8/5 (RS&PS), 
and 2 at Stanwood Snohomish on 8/19 (GT).  
Red-necked Phalarope High count for e 
WA, 335 at Yakima RD Benton on 8/26 
(RFl). High counts for w WA include, 450 
at Crockett Lake Island on 8/16 (BMe), 
1500 at Point No Point Kitsap on 8/27 
(VN), and 1000 at Kingston Kitsap on 8/29 
(SA).  
Red Phalarope Rare in e WA, 1 at Iowa 
Beef Walla Walla on 8/6 (MD&MLD). 

Uncommon in w WA near 
land, 1 at San Juan San Juan 
on 8/4 (BJe), 1 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 
8/27 (RS&PS), and 1 at 
Neah Bay Clallam on 8/31 
(SA).  
P o m a r i n e  J a e g e r 
Uncommon near land, 1 at 
Ocean Shores Grays Harbor 
on 9/3 (RS&PS), and 1 
immature at Point No 
Point Kitsap on 9/14 and 
on 9/28 (VN).  
Parasitic Jaeger Rare in e 
WA, 1 adult at Sprague 
Lake Adams on 9/16 until 
at least 9/20 (JA). Reports 
from w WA include, 1 at 
Crockett Lake Island on 
8/12 (SM), 15 at Point No 
Point Kitsap on 9/16 (VN) 
until at least 9/27 (VN), 
and 4 at Salt Creek CP 

Clallam on 9/17 (fide BN).  
Long-tailed Jaeger Uncommon inland, 1 
at Neah Bay Clallam on 8/30 (SA), 1 at 
Sekiu Clallam on 8/30 (SA), 1 ad Point No 
Point Kitsap on 9/13 until at least 9/24 
(VN), and 1 at Edmonds Snohomish on 9/18 
(MiD).  
South Polar Skua 2 on Westport Pelagic 
Grays Harbor on 8/19 with 3 on 9/8 and 4 
on 9/10 (BL).  
Franklin's Gull Uncommon and local in 
WA, 1 at Paterson Benton on 8/10 
(BLa&NLa) until at least 8/17 (BW), 2 at 
Sprague Lake Adams on 9/16 and on 9/20 
(JA). Rare off shore, 1 observed 25 miles 
off Westport Grays Harbor on 9/8 (BL).  
Bonaparte's Gull High count for WA, 
3000 at Point No Point Kitsap on 9/27 
(VN).  

 

You might call this a U.P. Robin, standing either for “unpainted” or for 
University Place, Tacoma, where Ruth Sullivan caught this oddity 5/6/2001. 
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Glaucous Gull 1 first summer Neah Bay 
Clallam on 9/3 (fide BN).  
RED-LEGGED KITTIWAKE Rare in 
WA, 1 on Westport Pelagic Grays Harbor on 
8/19 (BL).  
Sabine's Gull Uncommon in e WA, 3 
adults Sprague Lake A Adams on 9/16 (JA), 
2 at John Day Dam Klickitat on 9/16 and 
on 9/17 (RS&PS), and 2 juveniles at 
Yakima RD Benton on 9/22 (BLa&NLa) 
until at least 9/27 (m ob). Reports from w 
WA include, 1 adult at Point No Point 
Kitsap on 9/6 until at least 9/27 (VN), 1 at 
Budd Inlet Thurston on 9/17 (LC), and a 
high count of 109 at Westport Pelagic Grays 
Harbor on 9/10 (BL).  
Common Tern Reports for e WA include, 
1 at Yakima RD Benton on 8/18 (BW), 8 at 
McNary Dam Benton on 8/30 (SM), 12 at 
Walla Walla RD Walla Walla on 9/9 
(MD&MLD), 14 at Port of Wilma Whitman 
on 9/9 (DiW), 15 at Priest Rapids Benton/
Yakima on 9/10 (BT), 3 at Whitestone Lake 
Okanogan on 9/12 (TAv), 30 at Cassimer 
Bar Okanogan on 9/13 (TAv), 14 ad Sprague 
Lake A Adams on 9/16 (JA), and 1 at John 
Day Dam Klickitat on 9/16 (RS&PS). High 
count for w WA, 2000 at Point No Point 
Kitsap on 8/27 (VN).  
Arctic Tern Rare in e WA, 1 at Priest 
Rapids Benton/Yakima on 9/10 (BT).  
Forster's Tern Locally uncommon, 1 at 
Port of Wilma Whitman on 9/9 
(DiW&MK), and 18 at John Day Dam 
Klickitat on 9/17 (RS&PS).  
Black Tern Reports from e WA include, 1 
at McNary Dam Benton on 8/30 (SM), and 1 
at Dodson Road Grant on 9/4 (HO).  
XANTUS’S MURRELET 1 on Westport 
Pelagic Grays Harbor on 8/26 (GRe).  
Ancient Murrelet Locally uncommon, 1 at 
Ocean Shores Grays Harbor on 8/20 (HV).  
Band-tailed Pigeon Uncommon in e WA, 
2 at Stampede Pass Kittitas on 8/22 (TAv).  
Long-eared Owl 1 at Hart's Pass 
Okanogan/Whatcom on 8/2 (TAv).  
Short-eared Owl 1 at Mount Rainier NP 
Pierce on 9/27 (RS&PS).  
Boreal Owl 8 at Mount Rainier NP Pierce 
on 9/27 (RS&PS).  
Common Nighthawk Reports from e WA 
include, 38 at Yakima Canyon Yakima on 
8/17 (TAv), 90 at Stampede Pass King/
Kittitas on 8/22 (TAv), and 4 at Oroville 
Okanogan on 9/12 (TAv). Reports for w 
WA, 1 at Mount Pleasant Skamania on 8/19 
(WC), 2 at Brady Grays Harbor on 8/20 
(RS&PS), and 12+ at Discovery Bay Jefferson 
on 8/30 (fide BN).  
Common Poorwill Report from e WA, 2 
at Vantage Kittitas on 8/22 (TAv).  
Black Swift Reports include, 1 at Vantage 

Kittitas on 9/10 (SM), 36 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor on 9/3 (SM), 2 at Ridgefield 
NWR Clark on 9/7 (TAv), 2 at Brady Grays 
Harbor on 9/9 (RS&PS), 2 at Bayview SP 
Skagit on 9/9 (DR), and 2 at Washougal 
Clark on 9/17 (RS&PS).  
Vaux's Swift High counts include, 200 at 
Clarkston Asotin on 9/4 (MK), and 400 at 
Ridgefield NWR Clark on 8/31 (SM).  
BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD 
Rare in WA, 1 male at feeder in Asotin 
Asotin on 8/26 (MK&CV).  
ACORN WOODPECKER Rare in WA, 1 
at Lyle Klickitat on 8/31 (SM).  
Red-naped Sapsucker Uncommon in w 
WA, 1 at Rainy Pass Snohomish on 8/2 
(TAv), and 1 at Tokeland Pacific on 9/24 
(RS&PS).  
Olive-sided Flycatcher Reports from e 
WA include, 1 at Yakima Canyon Yakima 
on 8/17 (TAv), 3 at Washtucna Adams on 
9/4 (RFl), 1 at Richland Benton on 9/4 
(BW), and 1 at Spokane Spokane on 9/11 
(WH).  
Western Wood-Pewee Late for w WA, 2 
at Ridgefield NWR Clark on 9/20 (BNN).  
Willow Flycatcher Last reports for w WA 
include, 1 at Seattle King on 9/23 (JB), and 
1 at Tokeland Pacific on 9/24 (RS&PS).  
Least Flycatcher Uncommon in WA, 1 at 
Washtucna Adams on 8/28 (SM), 2 at 
Washtucna Adams on 9/4 (RFl), and 1 at 
Oroville Okanogan on 9/12 (TAv).  
Hammond's Flycatcher Late report, 1 at 
Spokane Spokane on 9/24 (WH).  
Gray Flycatcher Locally uncommon, 1 at 
Horn Rapids Benton on 8/17 (DR), and 1 at 
Rattlesnake Mountain Benton on 8/26 
(BLa&NLa).  
Pacific-slope Flycatcher Last report for w 
WA, 1 at Woodland Park Zoo King on 9/26 
(TAv).  
Ash-throated Flycatcher Locally 
uncommon, 1 at Wahluke Slope WMA 
Franklin on 8/27 (SM), and 1 at Two Rivers 
CP Benton on 9/3 (DR).  
Western Kingbird Last report, 2 at 
Toppenish NWR Yakima on 9/5 (TAv).  
Eastern Kingbird Reports include, 20 at 
Yakima Canyon Yakima on 8/17 (TAv), 1 
at Toppenish NWR Yakima on 9/3 (BNN).  
BLUE-HEADED VIREO 1 at Palouse 
Falls SP Franklin on 8/28 (SM).  
Warbling Vireo Last reports for e WA 
include, 1 at Richland Benton on 9/23 (BW), 
2 at Hood Park Walla Walla on 9/23 
(MD&MLD), and 1 at Spokane Spokane on 
9/24 (WH). Last report for w WA, 
Warbling Vireo 2 at Discovery Park King on 
9/20 (TAv).  
Red-eyed Vireo Reports from e WA 
include, 1 at Palouse Falls SP Franklin on 

8/28 (SM), 1 at Vantage Kittitas on 9/4 
(HO), 1 at Washtucna Adams on 9/9 (RFl), 
and 1 at Spokane Spokane on 9/11 (WH). 
Report from w WA, 1 at Lake Stevens 
Snohomish on 9/4 (SA).  
Western Scrub-Jay Locally uncommon, 1 
at Oak Bay Jefferson on 9/16 (BN).  
Clark's Nutcracker Locally uncommon, 1 
at Maryhill SP Klickitat on 9/6 (TAv), and 
30 at Snowden Klickitat on 9/16 (DiG).  
Horned Lark Reports from w WA include, 
2 at Seattle King on 9/10 (JB), and 3 at 
Oyhut Grays Harbor on 9/25 (JBu).  
Purple Martin Uncommon and local in w 
WA, 12 at Fort Canby SP Pacific on 8/15 
(MD&MLD), and 2 at Hoquiam Grays 
Harbor on 9/2 (RS&PS).  
Violet-green Swallow High counts for w 
WA include, 600 at Ridgefield NWR Clark 
on 8/31 (SM), and 200 at Fir Island Skagit 
on 9/3 (SA).  
Bank Swallow Uncommon and local in w 
WA, 3 at Mount St Helens Skamania on 
8/17 (WC), 100+ at Ridgefield NWR Clark 
on 8/31 (SM), and 1 at Fir Island Skagit on 
9/3 (SA).  
Barn Swallow High count for WA, 2800 at 
Ridgefield NWR Clark on 8/31 (SM).  
Cliff Swallow Last report, 1 at Yakima RD 
Benton on 9/22 (BLa&NLa).  
White-breasted Nuthatch Uncommon 
and local in w WA, 4 at Steigerwald Lake 
NWR Clark on 9/27 (WC).  
Bewick's Wren Local in e WA, 21 at 
Richland Benton on 8/23 (TAv), 1 at 
Toppenish NWR Yakima on 8/27 (BNN), 
and 3 at Benton City Benton on 9/10 (BT).  
House Wren 1 at Spencer Island Snohomish 
on 9/3 (fide RR).  
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER Rare in 
WA, 1 at Hood Park Walla Walla on 9/23 
(MD&MLD).  
Swainson's Thrush Last reports include, 1 
at Maryhill Klickitat on 9/16 (RS&PS), 2 at 
Ridgefield NWR Clark on 9/20 (BNN), 1 at 
Lake Stevens Snohomish on 9/22 (SA), 1 at 
Woodland Park Zoo King on 9/24 (TAv), 
and 1 at Tokeland Pacific on 9/24 (RS&PS).  
Gray Catbird Reports include, 1 at 
Richland Benton on 8/23 (TAv) and on 
8/29 (SM&BW), 2 at Spokane Spokane on 
9/11 (WH), and 4 at Oroville Okanogan on 
9/12 (TAv).  
Northern Mockingbird Uncommon in 
WA, 1 at Richland Benton on 8/7 (BW).  
American Pipit High count, 205 at 
Hoquiam Grays Harbor on 9/24 (RS&PS).  
TENNESSEE WARBLER Rare in WA, 
1 Graysmarsh Clallam on 9/1 (SA).  
Nashville Warbler Last reports include, 1 
at Nisqually John Whitman on 9/9 (MK), 
and 1 at Washtucna Adams on 9/10 (BT).  
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Yellow Warbler Last reports include, 2 at 
Woodland Park Zoo King on 9/26 (TAv), 
and 2 at Seattle King on 9/30 (SM).  
B l a c k - t h r o a t e d  G r a y  W a r b l e r 
Uncommon in e WA, 1 at Richland Benton 
on 9/6 (BLa&NLa,BW), 2 at Maryhill SP 
Klickitat on 9/7 (TAv) with 1 there on 9/16 
(RS&PS). Last report for w WA include, 1 
at Fort Canby SP Pacific on 9/20 (DR), and 
1 at Hoquiam Grays Harbor on 9/24 
(RS&PS).  
American Redstart Locally uncommon, 1 
immature male at Lyons Ferry SP Franklin 
on 8/28 (SM).  
Northern Waterthrush Uncommon in w 
WA, 1 at Skagit WMA Skagit on 8/20 and 
9/10 (SA).  
MacGillivray's Warbler Reports from e 
WA include, 1 at Philleo Lake Spokane on 
8/16 (WH), 1 at Richland Benton on 8/23 
(TAv) and on 9/6 (BW), 1 at Oroville 
Okanogan on 9/12 (TAv), 2 at Maryhill 
Klickitat on on 9/16 (RS&PS), 1 at Hood 
Park Walla Walla on 9/23 (MD&MLD), 
Reports from w WA include, 1 at Skagit 
WMA Skagit on 8/20 and on 9/10 (SA), 
and 2 at Graysmarsh Clallam on 9/16 (SA).  
Wilson's Warbler Late reports from e WA 
include, 1 at Spokane Spokane on 9/24 
(WH), 1 at Robinson Canyon Kittitas on 
9/28 (TAv).  
Yellow-breasted Chat Reports include, 4 
at Umtanum Canyon Kittitas on 8/17 
(TAv), 1 at Spokane Spokane on 8/21 (WH), 
1 at Wahluke Slope WMA f Franklin on 
8/27 (SM).  
Western Tanager Late reports from e WA 
include, 1 at Spokane Spokane on 9/15 
(WH), 3 at Maryhill SP Klickitat on 9/16 
(RS&PS), and 1 at Madame Dorion SP 
Walla Walla on 9/27 (TAv). Late reports 
from w WA include, 1 at Ocean Shores 
Grays Harbor on 9/13 (BW), and 8 at 
Woodland Park Zoo King on 9/24 (TAv).  
Chipping Sparrow Locally uncommon, 6 
at Richland Benton on 9/4 (BW).  
Vesper Sparrow Locally rare, 2 at Ocean 
Shores Grays Harbor on 8/16 (MD&MLD).  
White-throated Sparrow Uncommon in 
WA, 1 at Yakima Yakima on 9/10 (BT).  
Harris's Sparrow Uncommon in WA, 1 at 
Shoreline King on 9/15 (MiD).  
Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrow First 
report for e WA, 1 at Wahluke Slope WMA  
Franklin on 8/27 (SM).  
Puget  Whi te-crowned Sparrow 
Uncommon in e WA, 1 at Othello Adams 
on 9/10 (SM), 2 at Wahluke Slope WMA  
Franklin on 9/10 (SM).  
Golden-crowned Sparrow Reports for e 
WA include, 1 at Othello Adams on 9/10 
(SM) and on 9/29 (RFl), 1 at Vantage 

Kittitas on 9/10 (SM) and 5 at Maryhill 
Klickitat on 9/16 (RS&PS). Early reports for 
w WA include 1 at Sequim Clallam on 9/2 
(SA), and 1 at Woodland Park Zoo King on 
9/9 (TAv).  
Lapland Longspur 1 at Skagit WMA 
Skagit on 9/4 (SA).  
Black-headed Grosbeak Late reports 
include 1 at Toppenish NWR Yakima on 
8/27 (BNN), 1 at Ocean Shores Grays 
Harbor on 9/13 (BW).  
Bobolink Rare in w WA, 1 at Point No 
Point Kitsap on 8/15 (VN).  
Yellow-headed Blackbird Reports 
include, 35 at Iowa Beef Walla Walla on 
9/27 (TAv), and 1 at Skagit WMA Skagit on 
9/16 (SM).  
Bullock’s Oriole Local in w WA, 1 at 
Bellingham Whatcom on 9/4 (PHo).  
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 1 recently 
fledged juvenile at Mount Daniel Kittitas on 
8/25 (EH).  
Pine Grosbeak 2 at Easy Pass Skagit on 
8/2 (TAv).  
Purple Finch Uncommon in e WA, 1 at 
Richland Benton on 8/29 (BLa&NLa), and 1 
at Maryhill Klickitat on 9/16 (RS&PS).  
Cassin's Finch 4 at Sunrise, Mount Rainier 
NP Pierce on 9/27 (RS&PS), and 2 "Below 
Hart's Pass, 5700'" Hart's Pass Okanogan/
Whatcom on 8/3 (TAv).  
White-winged Crossbill Uncommon and 
irregular in WA, 4 at Salmo Pass Pend Oreille 
on 9/25 (JA).  
Lesser Goldfinch Local in WA, high 
counts include, 45 at Lyle Klickitat on 9/6 
(TAv) with 43 there on 9/16 (RS&PS).  
 
 
Observers: JA Jim Acton, SA Scott 
Atkinson, TAv Tom Aversa, BNN 
Birdnotes.net, TB Thais Bock, JB Jan 
Bragg, JBu Joe Buchanan, WC Wilson 
Cady, LC Lanny Carpenter, CC Chris 
Chappell, MD Mike Denny, MLD 
MerryLynn Denny MiD Michael Dossett, 
JE Joe Engler, RFl Robert Flores, DiG 
Diane Gadway, WH Warren Hall, MiH 
Michael Hobbs, PHo Philip Hotlen, EH 
Eugene Hunn, BJe Barbara Jensen, MK 
Merlene Koliner, BL Bruce LaBar, BLa Bill 
LaFramboise, NLa Nancy LaFramboise, 
RL Rachel Lawson, DaM David Mann, 
BMe Bob Merrick, SM Steve Mlodinow, 
VN Vic Nelson, BN Bob Norton, HO Hal 
Opperman, SP Steve Pink, GRe Gene 
Revelas, DaR Dave Robinson, DR Dennis 
Rockwell, RR Russell Rogers, PS Patrick 
Sullivan, RS Ruth Sullivan, GT Greg 
Toffic, BT Bill Tweit, HV Hank Vail, CV 
Carole Vande Voorde, DiW Diane Weber, 
BW Bob Woodley.  

RARE BIRD ALERTS 

Field Notes & Washington Field Notes 
SPRING DEADLINE: JUNE 15 

(March — May sightings) 

Send bird sightings to: 

Russell Rogers 
6637 Glenwood Drive SW 

Olympia WA 98512 
rrogers@halcyon.com 

Washington Review Species – Reports 
of review species (see Washington Birds 
5:1-6 or the WOS Field Card) may be 
sent to the “Washington Field Notes” 
compiler or directly to the Washington 
Bird Records Committee, c/o Phil 
Mattocks, 915 East 3rd Ave, Ellensburg 
WA 98926. 

Please submit detailed descriptions and 
drawings or photographs, if possible, of 
unusual birds. 

BAND RECOVERIES (“Avise” leg 
bands) should be reported. Include the 
band number, along with how, when, 
and where the band was recovered, 
preferably with reference to the nearest 
town. Persons who report bands receive 
a Certificate of Appreciation telling 
when, where, and by whom the bird was 
banded, so be sure to include your full 
name and address with all reports.  

Report to: 

Bird Banding Laboratory 
12100 Beech Forest Road, Suite 4037 
Laurel MD 20708 
Phone: (800) 327-BAND 
E-mail bandreports@patuxent.nbs.gov  
http://www.pwrc.nbs.gov/bbl 

WOS BirdBox 
Tri Cities Area 
SE Wash/N Idaho 
South Idaho 
Oregon 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Victoria, B.C. 

(206) 281-9172 
(509) 943-6857 
(208) 882-6195 
(208) 236-3337 
(503) 292-0661 
(604) 737-3074 
(604) 592-3381 
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The Washington Ornithological 
Society was chartered in 1988 to 
increase knowledge of the birds of 
Washington and to enhance 
communication among all persons 
interested in those birds. WOS is a non-
profit organization under 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue code. 

Memberships extend one year from the 
month joined. Benefits include: 

• WASHINGTON BIRDS — annual journal 
• WOSNews — bimonthly newsletter 
• Monthly field trips 
• Affordable annual conferences 

The Washington Ornithological Society 
is the premier organization for 
Washington's active birders. 

WASHINGTON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
POST OFFICE BOX 31783 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98103-1783 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SEATTLE, WA 
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WOS SALES     WOS SALES At Meetings By Mail These prices are for single 
items. If ordering more than 

one item of a kind, please call 
(206) 789-9255 for shipping 

prices. 
 

Orders should be sent to: 
 

Washington Ornithological 
Society Sales 

P.O. Box 31783, Seattle, WA 
98103-1783 

Window decal with circle raven logo – static-cling 1.00 1.50 

Check-list of Washington Birds – 3.5”x6.5”, 12 pp. checklist 1.00 1.50 

WASHINGTON BIRDS – Annual Journal –  # 3 - 6 available 6.00 8.00 

WOSNews – Newsletter – Most issues available 1.50 2.00 

A Guide to Bird Find in Washington 
Terence R. Wahl and Dennis Paulson  
177 pp. Book – 1991 edition 

11.95 14.95 
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