






Opposite page. Clockwise from top:

Orange-crowned Warbler. 4 July.
Photo by Ryan Merrill.

Canada Warbler. 6 September. McNary NWR.
Walla Walla. Photo by Larry Umthun.

Peregrine Falcon. 31 July. Port Susan Bay. Snohomish.
Photo by Ryan Merrill.

Common Mergansers. 11 June. Chelan. Chelan.
Photo by Hugh Jennings.

Tropical Kingbird. 11 November. Beliingham. Whatcom. 
Photo by Doug Parrott.

This page. Clockwise from top:

Whimbrel. 27 September. Tokeland. Pacific.
Photo by Bob Whitney.

American Redstart. 14 June. Stillwater.
King.
Photo by Doug Parrott.

Steller's Jay. 15 October. Spanaway. Pierce.
Photo by Joseph Higbee.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
15 September. Samish Flats. Skagit. 
Photo by Ryan Merrill.
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Send in Your Sightings

EASTERN WASHINGTON
Send sightings to

 
Ryan Merrill — rjm284@gmail.com

or 
Doug Schonewald — dschone8@donobi.net

WESTERN WASHINGTON
Send sightings to

 
Ryan Merrill — rjm284@gmail.com

or
Brad Waggoner — wagtail@sounddsl.com

 Seen when?
March - May ............  

June - July ............  
Aug - Nov ............

 Dec - Feb .............

Send in by

June 15
Aug 15
Dec 15
March 15

Gulf Update:  Where We are Now
From the November Birding Community eBulletin — Published by the National Wildlife Refuge Association 

Photo below:
Heavily oiled Brown Pelicans 
captured at Grand Isle, 
Louisiana, on 3 June 2010 
wait to be cleaned at The Fort 
Jackson Wildlife Care Center 
in Buras, Louisiana. Photo 
by International Bird Rescue 
Research Center.
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Although the gushing BP oil well, 
Deepwater Horizon, was finally plugged 
with cement and declared "dead" in 
September, oil continues to wash ashore 
on National Wildlife Refuges, National 
Seashores, and other natural areas under 
state and local jurisdiction. Hundreds of 
workers are still collecting an estimated 
50,000 pounds of oily debris from many 
vital bird habitats every day.

The Obama administration, under 
pressure from the oil industry and 
states on the Gulf, lifted the drilling 
moratorium on 12 October, a moratorium 
that the administration had imposed in 
April in the wake of the disastrous BP oil 
gusher. The ban had been scheduled to 
expire 30 November. Instead, Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar announced 
the change of date because new safety 
and inspection rules imposed after the 
accident had reportedly reduced the risk 
of another catastrophic blowout. Some 
drilling supporters say the new rules are 
too onerous, while critics say significant 
risks remain in deep-water drilling. 

 The temporary ban on exploratory oil 

and gas drilling was lifted immediately, 
although drilling has been slow to resume 
while the oil companies work to meet a 
number of new safety requirements.

Toward the end of October, it was 
revealed that BP and Halliburton knew 
for at least six weeks before the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion that the cement 
mixture being used to seal the bore hole 
was unstable, "but neither acted upon 
that data," according to the presidential 
commission investigating the country's 
worst-ever environmental disaster. This 
is one of the first official findings of 
responsibility for the accident.

 Meanwhile, efforts to have offshore 
oil and gas revenues directed to a 
reasonable mitigation fund – the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) – 
are stuck in Congress. While the House 
of Representatives passed the CLEAR 
Act which contained provisions to fully 
fund LWCF to the tune of $900 million 
annually, the Senate has yet to act. 

Just because $900 million per year is 
made available through the LWCF doesn't 
mean that the funds are appropriated by 

Congress. Moreover, boosting the oil and 
gas revenue beyond $900 million for a 
more robust "conservation royalty" and 
dedicating a large proportion to Gulf-
coastal acquisition for birds and other 
wildlife might be an excellent idea given 
the public's outrage over the Gulf fiasco. 
Still, what the oil and gas companies 
have been regularly paying in terms of 
offshore oil and gas revenue (averaging 
about $6.3 billion annually over 5 of the 
past 6 years – excluding one excessive 
year, 2008, where the offshore revenues 
reached beyond $18 billion) is simply not 
being directed to fully fund the LWCF. 
The $900 million is certainly collected, 
but it's not all directed to conservation. It's 
Congress that has failed to appropriate 
those collected funds for conservation 
mitigation.

 It will now be up to a "lame-duck" 
Congress to move on this. The lifting of 
the drilling ban is a good reason to finally 
secure a guaranteed future for LWCF. 
The Senate could take the next step by 
moving on the CLEAR Act. Or there 
could be another vehicle, some other bill 
where the LWCF is allocated the real 
dollars needed for conservation.

Regardless of what happens, you can 
find good background on the LWCF 
need, public opinion, and the LWCF 
track record here:
http://lwcfcoalition.org/files/General_
Factsheet_Revised.pdf



Biggest year:  2002:  2,869 Turkey Vultures with high counts of 619, 541, 
and 518 vultures. They often cross in flocks of hundreds.

Biggest single day:  918 on 29 September 2007.

Consistently highest day:  27 September, followed by the 23 and 22 
September

Highest day in October:  2 October, followed by 3 October

Best chance of seeing large flights of Turkey Vultures:  The last two 
weeks in September; and early October.

Best weather for seeing flights: “nice” days with easterly winds.

summering population of Turkey Vultures on Vancouver Island, 
the islands in the Georgia Strait, and the Sunshine Coast of  
British Columbia.  Since 1992, we have counted 21,522 Turkey 
Vultures crossing the Strait of Juan de Fuca from Vancouver 
Island to the northern Olympic coast. While people knew of the 
migration, no in-depth study had been done. While it is certain 
that some of the total population must island-hop through the 
San Juan archiapeligo, it seems many of the summering Turkey 
Vultures that stage at the southern tip of Vancouver Island each 
fall choose to cross the strait on their southward migration.

The primary goal of the study was to find the cross-strait 
migration route of these birds and to study it for a sufficient 

Turkey Vulture Study (continued from page 1)

length of time so that numbers were viable. The secondary goal 
was educational: to enlighten everyone who visited the watch 
site about Turkey Vultures, their migration, and their place in 
the scheme of things. Turkey Vultures are not endangered, and 
little federal or taxpayer money has been spent on them. Many 
visitors don’t know much about Turkey Vultures, but they do 
know where their tax money goes.

Funding for this ongoing study has been provided by the 
Hawk Migration Association of North America, the Northwest 
Ecological Research Institute, the Olympic Peninsula Audubon 
Society, and the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund of Canada.
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Photo of 
Salt Creek 
kiosk by 
Diann 
MacRae

Location of Salt Creek 
Recreation Area

about 15 miles 
west of Port Angeles



2010/2011 Washington State Christmas Bird Counts

Tuesday, December 14
Bridgeport

Contact: Meredith Spencer 
Email: merdave@homenetnw.net
Phone: (509) 686-7551

Cle Elum

Contact: Michael Hobbs
Email: birdmarymoor@frontier.com

Friday, December 17
Sauvie Island

Contact: Tammy Bjorkman
Email: bjorkmante@iinet.com
Phone: (360) 213-6489

Saturday, December 18
Anacortes to Sidney BC Ferry

Contact:  Joe Meche
Email:  mechejmch@aol.com
Phone: (360) 739-5383

Camas Prairie/Trout Lake

Contact: Stuart Johnston
Email: johnstonstuartf@hotmail.com
Phone: (509) 493-3363

Colville

Contact: Barbara Harding
Email: barbara_harding@fws.gov

Eastside Audubon

Contact: Hugh Jennings
Email: h2ouzel@comcast.net

Everett/Marysville

Contact: Scott Atkinson
Email: scottratkinson@hotmail.com

Leadbetter Point

Contact: Alan Richards
Email: slugranch85@wwest.net

San Juan Islands

Contact: Barb Jensen
Email: skylark@rockisland.com
Phone: (360) 378-3068

Tacoma

Contact: Faye McAdams-Hands 
Email: zest4parus@hotmail.com

Toppenish

Contact: Andy Stepniewski
Email: steppie@nwinfo.net
Phone: (509) 949-7404

Whidbey Island

Contact: Janet Hall
(360) 331-3634

Sunday, December 19
Bellingham

Contact: Joe Meche
(360) 739-5383

Olympia

 (Thurston, Mason, Lewis counties)
Contact: George Walter
Email: cbc@blackhills-audubon.org

Walla Walla

Contact: Mike Denny
Email: m.denny@charter.net

Monday, December 20
Sequim/Dungeness

Contact: Bob Boekelheide
Email: rivercenter@olympus.net
Phone: (360) 681-4076

Sunday, December 26
Kent/Auburn

Contact: Nancy Streiffert
Email: nancy_streiffert@hotmail.com

Monday, December 27
Ladner BC

Contact: Jude Grass
Email: judegrass@shaw.ca
Phone: (604) 219-2043

Wednesday, December 29
Grays Harbor

Contact: Dianna Moore
Email: dlmoore2@coastaccess.com
Phone: (360) 289-5048

Thursday, December 30
Chelan

Contact: Steve Easley
Email: seasley@wenval.com
Phone: (509) 682-2318

Wahkiakum

Contact: Andrew Emlen
Email: aemlen@centurytel.net

Saturday, January 1
Columbia Hills/Klickitat Valley

Contact: Stuart Johnston
Email: johnstonstuartf@hotmail.com
Phone: (509) 493-3363

Cowlitz/Columbia

Contact: Bob Reistrofer
Email: breistrof@aol.com
Phone: (360) 636-5125

Lower Columbia Basin

Contact: Dana Ward
Phone: (509) 545-0627

Seattle

Contact: Adam Sedgley
http://seattleaudubon.org/sas/
WhatWeDo/Science/CitizenScience/
ChristmasBirdCount.aspx

Sunday, January 2
Hood River

Contact: Catherine Flick
Email: stewart@gorge.net
Phone: (509) 493-1195

Padilla Bay

Contact: Bob Barry or Alice Turner
Phone: (360) 299-8443

Port Angeles

Contact: Barbara Blackie
Email: blackieb@olypen.com
Phone: (360) 477-8028

Skagit Bay

Contact: Lee Barnes
Email: lbarnes45@hotmail.com
Phone: (206) 365-7316

Spokane

Contact: Alan McCoy
Email: ahm2352@gmail.com
Phone: (509) 999-9512

Twisp

Contact: R. Victor Glick 
and Libby Schreiner
Email: libbyvictor@yahoo.com
Phone: (509) 996-2701

Vashon Island

Contact: Sue Trevathan
Email: sue.trevathan@centurytel.net

Wenatchee

Contact: Dan Stephens
Email: dstephens@wvc.edu

Yakima Valley

Contact: Denny Granstrand
Email: dgranstrand@gmail.com
Phone: (509) 952-2550
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just as a small dark bird bolted from cover 
and flew across the trail into another stand 
of low shrubs. I moved ahead and was soon 
on this bird. All I could see was the back 
and side of the warbler's head. That is when 
I first saw the very pronounced, complete 
white orbital ring and slate gray head. 

The bird vanished into more dense 
shrubs. This was about 2:40 PM. For the 
next hour, we played cat-and-warbler 
with this bird as it constantly moved 
through the thick cover, staying in loose 
association with an adult male Wilson’s 
Warbler. During this period, MerryLynn 
called Bob Derting to let him know that 
we had a good warbler.

After another 15 minutes, it popped 
up beside MerryLynn and that is when 
it became obvious to her that we were 
chasing a Canada Warbler. Bob arrived 
and with camera in hand, tried to get 
some documenting photos. We had also 
contacted Nancy LaFramboise who, upon 
answering, told us she was in Minnesota. 
Nancy told me to contact Lisa Hill 
and Larry Umthun and gave me their 
phone numbers, but I lost them in the 
translation. Soon, however, both Larry 
and Lisa arrived, as Nancy had called 
them right after we hung up. Larry came 
equipped with a large cannon of a lens, 
ready to photograph this very rare bird.

MerryLynn called Larry and Jacque 
Goodhew in Walla Walla and off they 
headed for McNary NWR. We called 
several other folks, too, but all were out. 
I then called Michael Willison and asked 
him to post this warbler on Tweeters, 
which he kindly did.

At about 6:20 PM, the Canada 
Warbler gave a few more brief views. By 
6:40 PM, all present had seen this first 
state record, and we left.

 On Monday, 6 September, we returned 
at 7:30 AM only to meet up with Matt 
Bartels, who seemed very happy as he 
had already been watching the Canada 
Warbler for awhile. As we entered the 
parking lot, we greeted old friend Tony 
Gregor and soon Lisa Hill and Larry 
Umthun arrived and with the morning 
light to our backs, we all watched the 
Canada Warbler, which was more 
cooperative than it had been the previous 
day and afforded all of us outstanding 
looks. Larry and his cannon of a lens went 
into action and soon he had many great 

photos of this outstanding bird.
What I Saw

 This Canada Warbler did not fit 
the paintings in the two field guides I 
had checked (Dunn & Garrett, 1997; 
and Curson, Quinn & Beadle, 1994). It 
had a flesh-toned lower mandible with 
a dark tip, and the upper mandible had 
a dark dorsal ridge that covered the top 
half the length of the bill. The rest of the 
upper mandible was also flesh-toned. 
Its orbital ring appeared wide and pure 
white at first glance. There was a partial 
yellow superciliary that connected to the 
orbital ring, and at this connection, the 
yellow had bled into the orbital ring a 
ways. The leg color was an odd golden/
pink that was different in different lights 
and perspectives. The legs looked almost 
translucent. This bird was very bright 
yellow ventrally and slate gray dorsally. 
It was also very active and constantly 
on the move, foraging for insects and 
spiders.

  We departed about 8:30 AM and 
drove to Windust Park.

A big thank you to all those who 
aided in documenting this outstanding 
warbler.
 Note: The birding spur trail has now 
produced two outstanding eastern 
warblers. The first was an adult 
male Prothonotary Warbler (third WA 
state record) found at this same location 
on 20 October 2005 (Denny 2006), so it 
is worth a stop during migration periods 
to check things out.  
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First State Canada Warbler (continued from page 1)
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WOS Warmly 
Welcomes

the Following
New Members

Darcy Varona
Bob and Jen Keller
Teresa Michelsen

Leslie Carlson
Philip Booth
David Scott

Asta Tobiassen and Cara Borre
Phil Mitchell

Great Horned Owl chick. 21 May 2010.
Bennington Lake. Walla Walla.
Photo by Michael Woodruff.



WOS Calendar
Monday, 6 December

Meeting: Members' Photo Night

Tuesday, 7 December
Field Trip: Samish Flats

14 December through 5 January
Christmas Bird Counts

Sunday, 2 January
Field Trip: Wahkiakum County

Monday, 3 January
Meeting: Haldre Rogers: Guam Tree Snake Study

Sunday, 9 January
Field Trip: Dungeness Spit

Sat-Sun-Mon, 15-16-17 January
Field Trip: Southeastern Washington in Winter

Sat-Sun-Mon, 15-16-17 January
Field Trip: Winter Birds of Okanogan and Douglas Counties

Sunday, 30 January
Field Trip: Owls by Night on Bainbridge Island

Monday, 7 February
Meeting: Dave Wurzbach Presents: Ospreys and Kestrels

Saturday, 12 February
Field Trip: Owls by Day

Sat-Sun-Mon, 19-20-21 February
Field Trip: Waterville Plateau and Okanogan Highlands

Monday, 7 March
Meeting: Frances Wood Presents: Pigeon Guillemots

Monday, 4 April
Meeting: Dave Scott Presents: Feather Identification

Farmer's Almanac
For the coming year, the Farmer's Almanac predicts that ... 

for the Western States, milder-than-normal winter temperatures 
are expected. They will spread from the Pacific Coast inland as 
far as the Rockies and the western Great Plains. 

In terms of precipitation ... Disturbances sweeping in from the 
Pacific are expected to bring above-normal precipitation to parts 
of the Pacific Northwest.

All things considered, when comparisons to last year are 
made, we believe that for most, it will turn out to be a “kinder 
and gentler” winter overall.        — From www.FarmersAlmanac.com

AccuWeather
Winter's Worst Cold and Snow
Overall, AccuWeather.com Chief Long-Range Meteorologist 
Joe Bastardi is predicting that the worst of winter's cold and 
snow will be from the Pacific Northwest into the northern Plains 
and western Great Lakes. That will put cities like Portland and 
Seattle that escaped with a very nice winter last year, colder and 
snowier this year.                              — From www.AccuWeather.com

National Weather Service 
Precipitation:
The precipitation outlook for NDJ 2010-11 indicates increased 
chances for above median precipitation for sections of the 
northwest ... 
Temperature: 
The 3-month temperature outlooks for NDJ 2010-11 primarily 
reflect expected La Niña impacts. Probabilities of below normal 
temperatures are enhanced in most of Alaska, the Pacific 
Northwest, the northern Rockies, and extending eastward ....  

National Weather Service
3-month Outlook (DJF 2010-11) Precipitation Probability

EC means 50/50
A means above
B means below

Doing a Christmas Bird Count? 

Pacific Northwest
Winter Weather Predictions

December 2010/January 2011 - PAGE 14

— From www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov



Surveys and Studies
All reports are welcomed by the researchers.

ACCIPITERS:  Winter 
site fidelity study
Cooper’s Hawks: Blue VID bands 
(note right or left leg and engraved 
numbers/letters/lines on VID 
band).
Sharp-shinned Hawks: Either one 
or two color (only) bands on the 
same leg (note right or left leg and 
top/bottom color if two bands).
Merlins: Note color of leg flag and 
engraved letters, and note right or 
left leg.  Other leg has standard 
aluminum band. Note date, time, 
and location. Report to Jack 
Bettesworth at jgbett@comcast.
net or by phone at (206) 285-5276.

AMERICAN CROWS:
Wanted Dead or Alive
We still want your observations of 
color-banded crows. If possible, 
please record the color and location (top/bottom left leg, top/bottom 
right leg) of bands. Recently banded crows now have TWO colors 
AND a metal (Fish & Wildlife) band on one leg, and two colors on the 
other. In addition, as part of our West Nile Virus monitoring efforts in 
the Puget Sound area, we would like to know about any dead crows you 
observe. If they appear to be recently dead, your county health agency 
may also want to test them for the virus. Please report any sightings to 
Dr. John Marzluff at corvid@u.washington.edu.

COASTAL RAPTORS
Colored leg bands (Peregrine Falcons, Gyrfalcons, and Bald Eagles) and 
leg flags (Merlins) have been placed on raptors on beaches at Ocean 
Shores, Grayland, and the Long Beach Peninsula.  Please note band or 
leg flag code, color, date, time, and location. Report sightings to Dan 
Varland at (360) 591-5959 or at danvarland@coastalraptors.org.

COOPER’S HAWKS
Color bands have been placed on over 1,500 nestling Cooper’s Hawks 
in Victoria, British Columbia, since 1996. This is part of a long-
term study on this species' urban-nesting ecology. Each color band 
is uniquely coded with two vertical, alphanumeric characters and is 
placed on the left leg; black bands are on males, red bands on females. 
Please note band code and color, date, time, and location. To date, >15 
different marked hawks have been reported from Washington. Report 
all sightings to Andy Stewart, BC Conservation Data Centre, Victoria, 
B.C. (250) 387-9780, or email andy.stewart@gov.bc.ca.

FERRUGINOUS / SWAINSON’S HAWKS
Color bands were placed on nestling Ferruginous and Swainson’s hawks 
in the general Arlington, OR area of the Columbia Basin spring 2007-
2009.  This is part of a wind-power funded monitoring effort.  Banding 
may continue in the same general area in 2010.  All chicks were banded 
with a unique color band on one leg and a metal band on the other leg. 
Please note color band combination, date, and location.  Report sightings 
to Scott Downes, Northwest Wildlife Consultants, Inc.  (509) 833-8331 or 
email s.downes@nw-wildlifeconsultants.com.

MERLINS
The Merlin Falcon Foundation (a 
501c3 organization) invites you to 
participate in a regional citizen 
scientist investigation of the little-
known Coastal Forest Merlin. 
We gratefully acknowledge your 
year-round Merlin observations. 
Please visit our evolving website at 
www.merlinfalconfoundation.org 
and help our national educational 
programs on behalf of Merlins. 
Thank you for becoming a 
Merlin Steward and "Helping 
to Keep 'em Wild!" Share  your 
photos and insights toward a 
national book publication with 
full acknowledgment. Contact 
David Drummond by email at 
merlinology@hotmail.com or at 
PO Boxs 4123, Bellingham WA 
98227, or call (360) 671-3804. 

NORTHERN HARRIERS
Patagial markers have been placed on Northern Harriers as part of 
a long-term study of populations on Whidbey Island and in the Kent 
Valley. Please note the color of the tag (yellow, blue, green, or white), 
which wing it is on, the letter or number printed (in black) on the tag, 
and whether or not there is a black circle around the letter or number. 
Note date, time, and exact location. Report to Jack Bettesworth, 2569 - 
12th Ave W, Seattle WA 98119, (206) 285-5276, or jgbett@comcast.net.

SONGBIRD SURVEY
We have color-marked many songbirds in the area and would 
appreciate any sightings of these. Be on the lookout for banded robins, 
Wilson’s Warblers, Swainson’s Thrushes, Song Sparrows, Spotted 
Towhees, Oregon Juncos, Winter and Bewick’s wrens, and Pacific-
slope Flycatchers. If possible, please record the color and location 
(top/bottom left leg, top/bottom right leg) of bands. Please report any 
sightings to Dr. John Marzluff, corvid@u.washington.edu.

TURKEY VULTURES
The Olympic Vulture Study is working on two concurrent studies: 
the fall migration at Salt Creek, and the demographics of our Pacific 
Northwest vultures. Any sightings from British Columbia, Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho will be welcomed. As always, date, location, and 
number of birds is needed. If possible, report weather, time, and any 
aspect of behavior. Please send to Diann MacRae, 22622 - 53rd Ave. 
SE, Bothell, WA 98021, or to tvulture@vei.net.

WESTERN BLUEBIRDS
The San Juan Islands Western Bluebird Reintroduction Project has 
placed colored leg bands on eight pair of birds translocated to San 
Juan Island during the 2007 breeding season. Each leg has a unique 
combination of two colored bands to assist in monitoring birds during 
this five-year study. Please note the color combination for each leg, as 
well as the date and location, and send the information to: Barbara 
Jensen, San Juan Islands Audubon Society, (360) 378-3068 or skylark@
rockisland.com.
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A WA Dept. of Fish & Widllife biologist releases a banded pheasant.
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