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BIRDS OF WASHINGTON
BAR GRAPHS

by Tom Aversa

Included here are all the species of annual occurrence in Washington—i.e.,
rare or better as determined by the abundance definitions on the facing

page. Westside (W) and Eastside (E) have separate graphs if status differs;
otherwise they are combined (WE). The Cascade crest is the division. Spe-
cies graphed on one side of the state but not on the other are no more than
Accidental in occurrence on the side where they are not graphed—i.e., a spe-
cies must attain the frequency of Casual or better on a second side of the state
in order to be graphed there. The status of all species recorded in the state,
graphed or not, is discussed in the Annotated Checklist (pages 548–592).

Most species have pronounced habitat associations; some occur quite lo-
cally. For example, Black Oystercatcher is shown as Uncommon in Western
Washington but in fact can be found only along rocky saltwater shorelines.
For a fuller picture, the bar graphs should be used in conjunction with the An-
notated Checklist. These two sections were reviewed and revised conjointly,
and complement one another. A primary source of information in the prepa-
ration of both has been the database of records maintained since 1993 by the
Washington Field Notes compilers (Russell Rogers, succeeded in 2001 by
Tom Aversa), derived from reports submitted to them by field observers.

Abundance definitions strike a balance between the probability of finding
(seeing or hearing) the bird and its actual abundance. Certain retiring species
or those in hard-to-cover habitats may be numerically more abundant yet
more difficult to detect than certain other, numerically scarcer ones with ex-
hibitionist tendencies, or that frequent exposed habitats.

In 2000, ABA’s Checklist Committee drafted a set of standard definitions
for the bar graphs used in the ABA Birdfinding Guide series. Their aim was to
create a set of sensible, easily understandable definitions for the terminology
used to denote the abundance and findability of birds, which would be useful
not only within ABA, but also for the birding community continent-wide. It is
ABA’s hope that, over time, those persons or groups publishing field check-
lists, annotated checklists, and other compilations dealing with abundance of
bird species will adopt these definitions. When standardized terms gain wide-
spread acceptance, disparities between the various meanings of terms such as
fairly common and casual will disappear, giving birders a realistic understanding
of a species’ actual abundance as well as a good idea of how likely finding it
might be. ABA encourages widespread adoption of these abundance
definitions; no specific permission is necessary.
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Red-throated Loon W
E

Pacific Loon W
E

Common Loon W
E

Yellow-billed Loon W
E

Pied-billed Grebe W
E

Horned Grebe W
E

Red-necked Grebe W
E

Eared Grebe W
E

Western Grebe W
E

Clark’s Grebe W
E

Laysan Albatross W

Black-footed Albatross W

Northern Fulmar W

COMMON: Found in moderate to large numbers, and easily found in
appropriate habitat at the right time of year.

FAIRLY COMMON: Found in small to moderate numbers, and usually
easy to find in appropriate habitat at the right time of year.

UNCOMMON: Found in small numbers, and usually—but not
always—found with some effort in appropriate habitat at the right time
of year.

RARE: Occurs annually in very small numbers. Not to be expected on
any given day, but may be found with extended effort over the course of
the appropriate season(s).

CASUAL: Occurs less than annually, but there tends to be a pattern
over time at the right time of year in appropriate habitat.

ACCIDENTAL: Represents an exceptional occurrence that might not
be repeated again for decades; there are usually fewer than 5 records.

IRREGULAR: Represents an irruptive species whose numbers are highly
variable from year to year. There may be small to even large numbers
present in one year, while in another year it may be absent altogether.
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Pink-footed Shearwater W

Flesh-footed Shearwater W

Buller’s Shearwater W

Sooty Shearwater W

Short-tailed Shearwater W

Manx Shearwater W

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel W

Leach’s Storm-Petrel W

American White Pelican W
E

Brown Pelican W

Brandt’s Cormorant W

Double-crested
Cormorant

W
E

Pelagic Cormorant W

American Bittern W
E

Great Blue Heron WE

Great Egret W
E

Snowy Egret WE

Cattle Egret W
E

Green Heron W
E

Black-crowned
Night-Heron

W
E

White-faced Ibis W
E

Turkey Vulture W
E

Greater White-fronted
Goose

W
E
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Emperor Goose W

Snow Goose W
E

Ross’s Goose W
E

Canada Goose WE

Brant W

Trumpeter Swan W
E

Tundra Swan W
E

Wood Duck WE

Gadwall W
E

Eurasian Wigeon W
E

American Wigeon W
E

Mallard WE

Blue-winged Teal W
E

Cinnamon Teal W
E

Northern Shoveler W
E

Northern Pintail W
E

Green-winged Teal W
E

Canvasback W
E

Redhead W
E

Ring-necked Duck W
E

Tufted Duck W
E
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Greater Scaup W
E

Lesser Scaup W
E

Harlequin Duck W
E

Surf Scoter W
E

White-winged Scoter W
E

Black Scoter W
E

Long-tailed Duck W
E

Bufflehead W
E

Common Goldeneye W
E

Barrow’s Goldeneye W
E

Hooded Merganser W
E

Common Merganser WE

Red-breasted Merganser W
E

Ruddy Duck W
E

Osprey W
E

White-tailed Kite W

Bald Eagle W
E

Northern Harrier W
E

Sharp-shinned Hawk WE

Cooper’s Hawk WE
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Northern Goshawk W
E

Red-shouldered Hawk W
E

Broad-winged Hawk E

Swainson’s Hawk W
E

Red-tailed Hawk W
E

Ferruginous Hawk E

Rough-legged Hawk W
E

Golden Eagle W
E

American Kestrel W
E

Merlin W
E

Gyrfalcon WE

Peregrine Falcon W
E

Prairie Falcon W
E

Chukar E

Gray Partridge E

Ring-necked Pheasant WE

Ruffed Grouse WE

Greater Sage-Grouse E

Spruce Grouse E

White-tailed Ptarmigan WE

Blue Grouse WE

Sharp-tailed Grouse E

Wild Turkey WE
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Mountain Quail W

California Quail W
E

Northern Bobwhite W

Virginia Rail W
E

Sora W
E

American Coot W
E

Sandhill Crane W
E

Black-bellied Plover W
E

American Golden-Plover W
E

Pacific Golden-Plover W

Snowy Plover W

Semipalmated Plover W
E

Killdeer W
E

Black Oystercatcher W

Black-necked Stilt W
E

American Avocet W
E

Greater Yellowlegs W
E

Lesser Yellowlegs W
E

Solitary Sandpiper W
E

Willet W
E

Wandering Tattler W
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Spotted Sandpiper W
E

Whimbrel W
E

Long-billed Curlew W
E

Bar-tailed Godwit W

Marbled Godwit W
E

Ruddy Turnstone W
E

Black Turnstone W

Surfbird W

Red Knot W
E

Sanderling W
E

Semipalmated Sandpiper W
E

Western Sandpiper W
E

Least Sandpiper W
E

Baird’s Sandpiper W
E

Pectoral Sandpiper W
E

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper W
E

Rock Sandpiper W

Dunlin W
E

Stilt Sandpiper W
E

Buff-breasted Sandpiper W
E
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Ruff W
E

Short-billed Dowitcher W
E

Long-billed Dowitcher W
E

Wilson’s Snipe W
E

Wilson’s Phalarope W
E

Red-necked Phalarope W
E

Red Phalarope W
E

South Polar Skua W

Pomarine Jaeger W

Parasitic Jaeger W
E

Long-tailed Jaeger W
E

Franklin’s Gull W
E

Little Gull W

Bonaparte’s Gull W
E

Heermann’s Gull W

Mew Gull W
E

Ring-billed Gull W
E

California Gull W
E

Herring Gull W
E

Thayer’s Gull W
E
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Western Gull W
E

Glaucous-winged Gull W
E

Glaucous Gull W
E

Sabine’s Gull W
E

Black-legged Kittiwake W
E

Caspian Tern W
E

Elegant Tern W

Common Tern W
E

Arctic Tern W
E

Forster’s Tern W
E

Black Tern W
E

Common Murre W

Pigeon Guillemot W

Marbled Murrelet W

Xantus’s Murrelet W

Ancient Murrelet W

Cassin’s Auklet W

Rhinoceros Auklet W

Tufted Puffin W

Rock Dove WE

Band-tailed Pigeon W
E

Mourning Dove W
E
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Barn Owl WE

Flammulated Owl E

Western Screech-Owl WE

Great Horned Owl WE

Snowy Owl W
E

Northern Pygmy-Owl WE

Burrowing Owl E

Spotted Owl WE

Barred Owl WE

Great Gray Owl W
E

Long-eared Owl W
E

Short-eared Owl W
E

Boreal Owl WE

Northern Saw-whet
Owl

WE

Common Nighthawk W
E

Common Poorwill E

Black Swift WE

Vaux’s Swift W
E

White-throated Swift E

Black-chinned
Hummingbird

E

Anna’s Hummingbird W
E

Calliope Hummingbird W
E

Rufous Hummingbird W
E
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Belted Kingfisher W
E

Lewis’s Woodpecker W
E

Acorn Woodpecker E

Williamson’s Sapsucker E

Red-naped Sapsucker W
E

Red-breasted Sapsucker W
E

Downy Woodpecker WE

Hairy Woodpecker WE

White-headed
Woodpecker

E

Three-toed
Woodpecker

WE

Black-backed
Woodpecker

WE

Northern Flicker WE

Pileated Woodpecker W
E

Olive-sided Flycatcher W
E

Western Wood-Pewee W
E

Willow Flycatcher W
E

Least Flycatcher W
E

Hammond’s Flycatcher W
E

Gray Flycatcher E

Dusky Flycatcher W
E

Pacific-slope Flycatcher W
E
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Say’s Phoebe W
E

Ash-throated Flycatcher E

Western Kingbird W
E

Eastern Kingbird W
E

Loggerhead Shrike W
E

Northern Shrike W
E

Cassin’s Vireo W
E

Hutton’s Vireo W

Warbling Vireo W
E

Red-eyed Vireo W
E

Gray Jay WE

Steller’s Jay WE

Blue Jay W
E

Western Scrub-Jay WE

Clark’s Nutcracker WE

Black-billed Magpie E

American Crow WE

Northwestern Crow W

Common Raven WE

Horned Lark W
E

Purple Martin W

Tree Swallow W
E

Violet-green Swallow W
E
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Northern Rough-
winged Swallow

W
E

Bank Swallow W
E

Cliff Swallow W
E

Barn Swallow W
E

Black-capped
Chickadee

WE

Mountain Chickadee W
E

Chestnut-backed
Chickadee

W
E

Boreal Chickadee E

Bushtit W
E

Red-breasted Nuthatch WE

White-breasted Nuthatch W
E

Pygmy Nuthatch E

Brown Creeper W
E

Rock Wren W
E

Canyon Wren E

Bewick’s Wren W
E

House Wren W
E

Winter Wren W
E

Marsh Wren W
E

American Dipper WE

Golden-crowned Kinglet W
E
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet W
E

Western Bluebird W
E

Mountain Bluebird W
E

Townsend’s Solitaire W
E

Veery W
E

Swainson’s Thrush W
E

Hermit Thrush W
E

American Robin WE

Varied Thrush W
E

Gray Catbird E

Northern Mockingbird WE

Sage Thrasher W
E

European Starling WE

American Pipit W
E

Bohemian Waxwing W
E

Cedar Waxwing W
E

Orange-crowned
Warbler

W
E

Nashville Warbler W
E

Yellow Warbler W
E

Yellow-rumped Warbler W
E
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Black-throated Gray
Warbler

W
E

Townsend’s Warbler W
E

Hermit Warbler W
E

Palm Warbler W
E

American Redstart W
E

Northern Waterthrush W
E

MacGillivray’s Warbler W
E

Common Yellowthroat W
E

Wilson’s Warbler W
E

Yellow-breasted Chat W
E

Western Tanager W
E

Green-tailed Towhee E

Spotted Towhee W
E

American Tree Sparrow W
E

Chipping Sparrow W
E

Clay-colored Sparrow W
E

Brewer’s Sparrow W
E

Vesper Sparrow W
E

Lark Sparrow E

Black-throated Sparrow W
E
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Sage Sparrow W
E

Savannah Sparrow W
E

Grasshopper Sparrow E

Fox Sparrow W
E

Song Sparrow WE

Lincoln’s Sparrow W
E

Swamp Sparrow W
E

White-throated Sparrow W
E

Harris’s Sparrow W
E

White-crowned Sparrow W
E

Golden-crowned
Sparrow

W
E

Dark-eyed Junco WE

Lapland Longspur W
E

Snow Bunting W
E

Black-headed
Grosbeak

WE

Lazuli Bunting W
E

Bobolink W
E

Red-winged Blackbird WE

Tricolored Blackbird E

Western Meadowlark W
E

Yellow-headed Blackbird W
E
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Rusty Blackbird WE

Brewer’s Blackbird WE

Brown-headed Cowbird W
E

Bullock’s Oriole W
E

Gray-crowned
Rosy-Finch

W
E

Pine Grosbeak W
E

Purple Finch W
E

Cassin’s Finch W
E

House Finch WE

Red Crossbill WE

White-winged Crossbill WE

Common Redpoll WE

Pine Siskin W
E

Lesser Goldfinch E

American Goldfinch W
E

Evening Grosbeak WE

House Sparrow WE
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